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IT MATTERS WHAT WE CHOOSE TO 
BELIEVE! 

 
 Summary Statement: Many Americans no longer value traditional moral truth, 
instead we value convenience (will it make my life easier?) and pragmatism (will it 
work?). 
 
 Three Destructive Philosophies  
 
1. INDIVIDUALISM  
 
 Basic idea of this philosophy: I live for myself, I am the only standard of right and 
wrong for my life – there is no objective truth. 
 

Judges 21:25 – “In those days Israel had no king, so the people did 
whatever seemed right in their own eyes.” (New Living) 

 
2. SECULARISM 
 
 Basic idea of this philosophy: God is not necessary. 
 

Romans 1:25 – “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served created things rather than the Creator...”  

 
3. RELATIVISM 
 
 Basic idea of this philosophy: there are no absolutes.  
 

Carl Henry, Twilight of a Great Civilization: “There is a new barbarism. 
This barbarism has embraced a new pagan mentality ... not simply 
rejecting the legacy of the West, but embracing a new pagan mentality 
where there is no fixed truth.” 
 
Ephesians 4:17-19 – “... They are hopelessly confused...Their closed 
minds are full of darkness; they are far away from the life of God. They 
don't care anymore about right and wrong.” (New Living) 

 
Leader #1 – Charles Darwin (1809-1882). 
Leader #2 – Karl Marx (1818-1883).  
Leader #3 – Sigmund Freud (1856-1939).  
 
Leader #4 – Julius Wellhausen (1844-1918). 
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Leader #5 – John Dewey (1859-1952). 
 
 II. THE COST OF MORAL DECLINE IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 
 
 Key Thought: Cultural decline is the result of not having any standard.   
 

Isaiah 5:20 – “How terrible it will be for people who call good things bad 
and bad things good, who think darkness is light and light is darkness, 
who think sour is sweet and sweet is sour.” (New Century) 

  
Proverbs 29:18 – “A nation without God's guidance is a nation without 
order.” (Good News)   

 
Psalm 11:3 – “When the foundations are undermined, what can a 
righteous person do?” (God’s Word Translation) 

  
III.  MY RESPONSE TO THE MORAL DECLINE IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 

 
 
 Key Thought: Rebuild the foundation of your life, your business, your family starting 
with the standard of the Bible. 
 

Proverbs 2:9 – “God shows how to distinguish right from wrong, how to 
find the right decision every time.” (Living)  

 
2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us 
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It 
straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right.” (New Living) 

   
 Two characteristics of truth: 
 
   [1] Truth is universal. 
   [2] Truth is unchanging. 
 

Psalm 119:105 – “Your words are a flashlight to light the path ahead of me 
and keep me from stumbling.” (Living) 

 
 Three choices when it comes to choosing a value system for my life:  
  
  *An internal source – How I feel 
  *An external source – What culture says is right and wrong 
  *An eternal source – The Word of God, the Bible 
 
1 Timothy 3:15 – “Even if I am delayed, you will know how to live in the family of God. 
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That family is the church of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.” 
(New Century) 
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