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HOW GOD CHANGES US  
INTO CHRISTLIKENESS 

 
 Bruce’s Basis Definition of Christian Maturity: Growing toward Christlikeness in my 
attitude and actions on a daily basis. Christian maturity is demonstrated through the 
ongoing practice and development of the eight manifestations of the fruit of the Spirit 
presented in Galatians  5:22-23: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
 

2 Corinthians 3:18b [LB, NRSV] – “As the Spirit of the Lord works within 
us, we are being transformed to become like Christ.” 

 
2 Corinthians 3:18b [Message] – “Our lives are gradually becoming 
brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become like 
him.”  

 
 SIX TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLES 
 Ephesians 4 
 
TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #1 – I HAVE TO BE COACHED 
 

2 Timothy 2:2 – “You have heard me teach many things that have been 
confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Teach these great truths to 
trustworthy people who are able to pass them on to others.” (New Living) 

 
Ephesians 4:11-13 – [11] “Christ chose some of us to be apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers [teaching pastors, Bruce], [12] 
so that his people would learn to serve and his body would grow strong. 
[13] This will continue until we are united by our faith and by our 
understanding of the Son of God. Then we will be mature, just as Christ is, 
and we will be completely like him.” (Contemporary English Version) 

 
 
TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #2 – I MUST APPLY BIBLICAL TRUTH 
 

Ephesians 4:14-15 – [14] “Then [when you’re coached] we will no longer 
be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe 
because someone has told us something different or because someone 
has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth.[15] “Instead, 
we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like 
Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.” (New Living) 
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2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful [#1] to 
teach us what is true and [#2] to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. [#3] It corrects when we are wrong and [#4] teaches us to do what is 
right.” (New Living) 

 
 
TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #3 – I HAVE TO CHANGE THE WAY I THINK 
 

Proverbs 4:23 – “Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your 
thoughts.” (Good News) 

 
Romans 12:2a – “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this 
world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your 
mind.” (Good News)  

 
Ephesians 4:23 – “There must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and 
attitudes.” (New Living) 

 
TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #4 – I HAVE TO CLEAN “MY HOUSE” 
 

Ephesians 4:22 – “Get rid of your old self, which made you live as you 
used to—the old self that was being destroyed by its deceitful desires.” 
(Good News) 

 
Hebrews 12:1b – “We must get rid of everything that slows us down, 
especially sin that distracts us. We must run the race that lies ahead of us 
and never give up.” (God’s Word Translation) 

 
 Four reasons it’s tough break bad habits: 
 
 [1] I’ve had them a long time. 
 [2] I identify with my bad habits.  
 [3] They have a payoff.  
  [4] Satan fights us. 
 
 TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #5 – BE AN ACTIVE PART OF THE BODY OF 
CHRIST 
 

Ephesians 4:24-25 – [24] “Put on your new nature, created to be like God 
– truly righteous and holy. [25] So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors 
the truth, for we are all parts of the same body.” (New Living) 

 
 Several Port City Beliefs:  
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 [1] We understand no one is perfect.  
 [2] We will never minimize a person’s pain.  
 [3] We don’t try to fix people’s problems, we give support and encouragement.  
 [4] We encourage members to focus on personal changes not somebody’s else’s. 
 
TRANSFORMATION PRINCIPLE #6 – I MUST HAVE FAITH I CAN CHANGE 
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 – [20] “Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at 
work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever 
dare to ask or hope. [21] May he be given glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus forever and ever through endless ages. Amen.” (New Living) 
 

 Bruce’s Basic Definition of Biblical Faith: The belief that God exists; the assurance 
of His control of my future; the confidence that His plan for me is eternally good 
because of His love; the trust to believe His promises to forgive my sins; the inner 
strength to obey when I don’t fully understand His principles; the commitment to God 
demonstrated by my actions; and, the hope of heaven after my earthly life is over. 
 

Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens and 
empowers me. I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him 
who infuses me with inner strength and confident peace.” (Amplified) 

 
Prayer: 
 

 Father, I Thank You for all that You’ve done in my life and for giving me 
the opportunity to be a Christian at Port City. Help me do all six steps in 
Ephesians 4. I want to be committed to applying biblical truth, changing the 
way I think, cleaning my house, being active in church and having the kind 
of faith that pleases You. Help me to get rid of the things in my life that are 
slowly pulling me down spiritually and causing me to be distracted.  
 
 I pray I will be committed to church and to each my fellow church 
members. Help me to be kind, loving, forgiving and supportive of my 
Christian brothers and sisters. I want to speak words that encourage and 
build people up.  
 
 I ask You to build my faith. I know You are at work in my life and are 
capable of doing more than I can imagine. Not everything in my life has 
gone perfectly; in fact, in some cases, things haven’t gone well at all. Over 
the next 365 days I want to be transformed into Christlike maturity. I thank 
you in advance for what You’re going to help me do.  In Jesus’ name. 
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Amen.  
 
 


