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WHAT IS BIBLICAL LOVE  
AND  

WHAT DOES BIBLICAL LOVE DO? 

 
 
Deuteronomy 8:7, 10-11 –  [7] “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land of 
flowing streams and pools of water, with springs that gush forth in the valleys and hills. 
...[10] When you are full, be sure to praise the Lord your God for the good land he has 
given you. ...[11] Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the Lord your God and 
disobey his commands.” (New Living) 
 
Luke 12:16-21 – [16] “Then he told them a parable. ‘There was a rich man whose land 
produced a bountiful harvest. [17] He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have 
space to store my harvest?' [18] And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: I shall tear down 
my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods [19] 
and I shall say to myself, Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for 
many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!’ [20] But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night 
your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they 
belong?' [21] Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich 
in what matters to God.’” (New American Bible)  
 
Galatians 5:6 – “If you are a follower of Christ Jesus, ...All that matters is your faith that 
makes you love others.” (Contemporary English Version) 
 
 

FAILING TO LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE... 
 (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
 
1. IF I DON’T LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE, NOTHING I SAY MATTERS 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1 – “If I could speak in any language in heaven or on 
earth but didn't love others, I would only be making meaningless noise like 
a loud gong or a clanging cymbal.” (New Living) 

 
 
2. IF I DON’T LIVE A LIFE WITH LOVE, NOTHING I KNOW MATTERS 
 

1 Corinthians 13:2a – “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge..but do not have love , I am nothing.” (NIV) 
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3. IF I DON’T LIVE A LIFE WITH LOVE, NOTHING I BELIEVE MATTERS 
 

1 Corinthians 13:2b – “If I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing.” (NIV) 

 
4. IF I DON’T LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE, NOTHING I GIVE MATTERS 
 

1 Corinthians 13:3a – “If I gave everything I have to the poor...but do not 
have love, I am nothing” (New Living) 

 
5. IF I DON'T LIVE A LIFE OF LOVE, NOTHING I SACRIFICE MATTERS 
  

1 Corinthians 13:3b – “If I deliver up my body to be burned as a martyr, 
but have no love, I gain nothing.” (English Standard Version & The Voice) 

 
 WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT LOVE?    
 
1. LOVE IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S COMMANDMENTS 
 

2 John 1:6 – “Love means doing what God has commanded us, and he 
has commanded us to love one another...” (New Living)  

 
 
2. LOVE IS A CHOICE 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1 – “Pursue love, and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit...” 
(English Standard Version & NIV) 

 
 
3. LOVE IS AN ACTION 
 

1 John 3:18 – “Little children, let us stop just saying we love people; let us 
really love them, and show it by our actions.” (Living) 

 
4. LOVE IS A COMMITMENT 
 

1 John 4:16 – “God is love. If we keep on loving others, we will stay one in 
our hearts with God, and he will stay one with us.” (Contemporary English) 
 

 FIVE STEPS IN BECOMING A PERSON OF LOVE  
 
STEP #1 – PERSONAL CHANGE INVOLVES SEEING LIFE FROM GOD’S 
PERSPECTIVE 
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STEP #2 – START MY DAY WITH A REMINDER TO LOVE 
 
 
STEP #3 – MEMORIZE WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT LOVE 
 
 
STEP #4 – PRACTICE ACTING IN UNSELFISH, LOVING WAYS 
 
 
STEP #5 –  GET SUPPORT FROM OTHER LOVING PEOPLE 
 

Ephesians 5:2a – “Keep company with God and learn a life of love. 
Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. 
He didn't love in order to get something from us but to give everything of 
himself to us. Love like that.” (Message) 

 
Philippians 4:13b – “...I am ready for anything and equal to anything 
through Him who infuses with inner strength and confident peace.” 
(Amplified)   

 
1 Corinthians 13:13 – “Three things that will last forever—faith, hope, and 
love—and the greatest of these is love.” (New Living) 

  
  
Prayer: 
 

 Father, our world desperately needs massive doses of  love. My prayer 
is that I won’t just think, talk, and listen about  love and be a spectator, but 
I’ll actually become a more loving person.   
 
 I don’t want to be a shallow Christian. I want to develop healthy, honest 
relationships so I'm willing to take these five steps in faith.  In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.   
 
  


