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CULTURALLY RELEVANT CHRISTIANITY 

 The Parable of the Wineskin 
 
Luke 5:37-39 & Matthew 9:17– “Jesus told them this parable... no one pours new wine 
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and 
the wineskins will be ruined. They pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are 
preserved. No one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘the old is just 
fine.’” (NIV & New Living) 
 
Words that did not exist a few years ago: 
 

• Google, Texting, Sexting 

• Tweeter, Tweet, Cyberstalking, Cyberbullying, Voicemail 

• Bromance 

• Man Cave 

• Bling 

• Speed Dating 

• Selfie, Unfriend 

• Binge Watch 

• Baby Bump 

• Photobomb 
 
Words that have changed meaning: 
 

• Hook Up 

• Bad 

• Gay 

• Cell 

• Killed It! 
 
Newer Religious Terms: 
 

• Seeker, Seeker Friendly, Seeker Sensitive 

• Ride the Wave 

• Culturally Relevant  

• Megachurch 

• Rockappella 

• Awesome Experience 

• Community Church 

• Vision Statement, Lead Pastor 

• Quiet Time, Transformational Group 



 

 
-2- 

 THREE CHARACTER QUALITIES NEEDED 
 
1. INDIVIDUAL & CONGREGATIONAL SPIRITUAL SUCCESS REQUIRES 

OPENNESS AND CREATIVITY 
 

Proverbs 18:15 – “The intelligent man is always open to new ideas. In fact, 
he looks for them.” (Living) 

 
 
 Last phrases of a dying church: 
 

• We tried that before; It costs too much 

• We don’t have the time; We’ve never done that before 

• It’s against our tradition; We’re not ready for that 

• It isn’t in the budget 

• You can’t teach an old do new tricks; Let’s sleep on it 

• It’s too much trouble to change; We’ve always done it this way 

• Let’s form a committee! 
 

Ephesians 4:23-24 – “Your attitudes and thoughts must all be constantly 
changing for the better. Yes, you must be a new and different person, holy 
and good. Clothe yourself with this new nature.” (Living) 

 
 Statements from people 100 years or older: 
 
110 (Anges Fenton) – “I drink three cans of Miller High Life a day and a shot of good 
booze at 5 pm. 
Exercise is totally unnecessary, I think it’s overrated 
The use of vitamins, forget it! 
Don’t compare, you’ll never be happy 
Choose the right parents! 
I only drink faucet water 
Play bingo and don’t miss happy hour 
Mind your own business 
Keep an open mind and things seem less strange 
 
2. INDIVIDUAL &CONGREGATIONAL SPIRITUAL SUCCESS REQUIRES 

CONVICTION TO BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES NOT COMMITMENT TO INEFFECTIVE 
HUMAN AND CHURCH TRADITIONS 

 
Romans 12:2 – “Don't let the world squeeze you in its mold, but let God 
remake you so your whole attitude of mind is changed.” (Phillips) 
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 FIVE THINGS MILLENNIALS WISH THE CHURCH WOULD BE 
  
1. IS OUR CHURCH REAL OR RELEVANT? 
2. DOES OUR CHURCH HAVE A CLEAR VISUAL MESSAGE? 
3. IS OUR CHURCH SETTING A PLACE OF ACTION OR REST? 
4. IS OUR CHURCH BEING JESUS? 
5. IS OUR CHURCH HELPING MILLENNIALS FIND MENTORS? 
 

2 Timothy 2:2 [Paul to Timothy] – “The things you have heard me say in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be 
qualified to teach others.” (NIV) 

 
2 Corinthians 1:8-9 [Paul] – “We were under great pressure, far beyond 
our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life...But this happened 
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.” 
(NIV) 
 

3. INDIVIDUAL &CONGREGATIONAL SPIRITUAL SUCCESS REQUIRES RISK AND 
COURAGE 

 
Hosea 10:12 – “Plow new ground for yourselves, plant righteousness, and 
reap the blessings that your devotion to me will produce. It is time for you 
to turn to me, your Lord, and I will come and pour out blessings upon you.” 
(Good News) 

 
 Questions to think about:  
 
 1. What would you do for God if you knew you couldn’t fail? 
 2. What would you want Port City to do if you knew it couldn’t fail? 
 

Isaiah 43:18-19 – “The Lord says, ‘Do not cling to events of the past or 
dwell on what happened long ago. Watch for the new thing I am going to 
do. It is happening already– you can see it now!” (Good News) 
 
Revelation 2:5 – “Remember the height from which you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come 
to you and remove your lampstand from its place.” (NIV) 

 
 Three steps: 
 
 [1] Remember. 
 [2] Repent. 
 [3] Repeat.  
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Final Thought: You can’t put your new life into your old self because you’ll burst and all 
the joy will drain out of you! 
 
 
 


