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CHANGING CULTURE,  
CHANGING CHURCH, UNCHANGING 

GOSPEL 

 
“The only thing that is permanent in life is change.”  
 (Heraclitus, 500 B.C.)  
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – [16] “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. [17] For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  
[18] So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (NIV) 
 
 
 THREE WAYS WE REACT TO CULTURAL CHANGE  
 
1. WE FIGHT CHANGE BECAUSE WE ARE SKEPTICAL 
 
2. WE RESENT CHANGE BECAUSE WE WANT THINGS TO BE PREDICTABLE 
 
3. WE RETREAT FROM CHANGE BECAUSE THE PAST SEEMS MORE 
COMFORTING 
 
 Was the past really better than today? I believe if we lived fifty years ago, one 
hundred years ago or three hundred years ago, our worries and concerns would have 
been the same as the ones we have today. Consider the following:  
 

“The free access which many young people have to romances, novels and 
plays has poisoned the mind and corrupted the morals of many a 
promising youth; and prevented others from improving their minds in 
useful knowledge. Parents take care to feed their children with wholesome 
diet; and yet how unconcerned about the provision for the mind...” (Enos 
Hitchcock, “Memoirs of the Bloomsgrove Family,” 1790). 

 
“The indecent foreign dance called the Waltz was introduced at the 
English Court last Friday night...it is quite sufficient to cast one’s eyes on 
the voluptuous intertwining of the limbs, and close compression of the 
bodies...to see that it is far indeed removed from the modest reserve 
which up until now had been considered distinctive of English females. 
Now that the dance is being forced on the respectable classes of society 
by the evil example of their superiors, we feel it a duty to warn every 
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parent against exposing his daughter to something so fatal.” (Times of 
London, 1816). 

 
“I find by sad experience how the towns and streets are filled with lewd 
wicked children, and many children as they have played about the streets 
have been heard to curse and swear ...and it grieves ones heart to hear 
what bawdy and filthy communications proceeds from the mouth of such 
youth.” (Robert Russel, “A Little Book for Children and Youth,” 1695). 

 
“Never has youth been exposed to such dangers of both perversion and 
arrest as in our own land today...” (Granville Hall, “The Psychology of 
Adolescence,” 1904). 
 
“A fearful multitude of untutored savages...boys with dogs at their heels 
and other evidence of immoral habits...girls who drive coal-carts, ride 
astride upon horses, drink, swear, fight, smoke, whistle, and care for 
nobody...the morals of children are tenfold worse than formerly.” (Anthony 
Cooper, speech before the English House of Commons, February 28, 
1843).  

 
“A pernicious excitement to learn and play chess has spread all over the 
country, and numerous clubs for practicing this game have been formed in 
cities and villages...chess is a mere amusement of a very inferior 
character, which robs the mind of valuable times that might be devoted to 
nobler acquirements, while it affords no benefit whatever to the body. 
Chess has acquired a high reputation as being a means to discipline the 
mind, but persons engaged in sedentary occupations should never 
practice this cheerless game; they require out-of-door exercises – not this 
sort of mental gladiatorship.” (Scientific American, July 1859). 

 
“Our fathers’ age was worse than our grandfathers.’ We, their sons, are 
more worthless than they; so in our turn we shall give the world offspring 
yet more corrupt.” (Horace, Book III of Odes, 20 B.C.). 
 

 THREE UNCHANGEABLE FACTS TO REMEMBER IN TIMES OF CHANGE  
 
 
1. GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU WILL NEVER CHANGE  
 

Jeremiah 31:3 [The Lord to the nation of Israel] – “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.” 
 
Romans 8:39 – “Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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2. GOD’S WORD WILL NEVER CHANGE 
 

Isaiah 40:8 – “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our 
God stands forever.” [Quoted in 1 Peter 1:24-25].  

  
Matthew 7:24-26 –  
 
[24] “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  
[25] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the 
rock.  
[26] But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them 
into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.” 

 
 
3. GOD’S ULTIMATE PLAN WILL NEVER CHANGE   
 

Psalm 112:6-7 – “The righteous man will never be shaken...He has no fear 
of bad news.  His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.”   

 
Romans 8:28 – “We know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him...” 

 
 None of us know what's going to happen in the next seven days but we do know... 
 
 *God loves me today as much as He has in the past 
 *God’s Word is going to be true today as it always has been 
 *God’s ultimate plan to save me eternally never changes 
 *God wants us to be effective in reaching out to those in our culture 
 
  
 
Prayer: 
 

“Lord help me to understand that I can always count on You. I can’t always 
depend on people,  the economy or my health but I can depend on You. I 
know that Your love for me never changes. The principles You’ve given me 
in the Bible are always true so help me live by them. I know nothing in this 
world can change my ultimate destination so help me face the changes of 
life with confidence, courage and stability and peace of mind.” In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.” 
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The Port City church exists to give real hope through Jesus Christ to real 

people facing life in the real world 
 2901 Hillcrest Rd. Mobile, AL, 36695 
 www.yourchurchfamily.org 
 251.665.5110 
 

http://www.yourchurchfamily.org/

