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PORT CITY: LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

 
Hebrews 11:6 – “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.” (NIV) 
 

1. PORT CITY MUST RECOGNIZE ITS STRENGTHS and WEAKNESSES 
 

Numbers 13:27b-28 – [27b] “It is indeed a magnificent country—a land 
flowing with milk and honey. ...[28] But the people living there are 
powerful, and their cities and towns are fortified and very large. We also 
saw the descendants of Anak who are living there!” (New Living) 

 
Numbers 13:31b-32a – [31b] [We can’t fight] “‘Not against people as 
strong as they are!’ the other spies said. ‘They would crush us!’ [32a] So 
the majority report of the spies was negative.” (Living) 

 

2. PORT CITY MUST UNDERSTAND ITS POTENTIAL AND ABILITY TO ACHIEVE 

INWARD AND OUTWARD GROWTH 
 

Numbers 13:33b – “...We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and 
we looked the same to them.” (NIV) 
 

3. PORT CITY MUST FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE 
 

Numbers 14:1 – “That night all the people of the community raised their 
voices and wept aloud.” (NIV) 

 

4. PORT CITY MUST FOCUS ON THE FUTURE 
 

Numbers 14:2 – “All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, 
and the whole assembly said to them, ‘If only we had died in Egypt! Or in 
this desert!’” (NIV)  

 

5. PORT CITY MUST TRUST GOD 
 

Numbers 14:3 – “Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall 
by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it 
be better for us to go back to Egypt?” (NIV) 

 
Matthew 13:58 – “Jesus did not do many miracles there because of their 
lack of faith.” (NIV) 
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FOUR RESULTS FROM SEEING WITH THE EYES OF FEAR: 
 

1. WE UNDERESTIMATE WHAT GOD CAN DO 
 

Numbers 13:28 – “But the people who live there are powerful, and their 
cities are very large and well fortified. Even worse, we saw the 
descendants of the giants there.” (Good News) 
 

 

2. PROBLEMS DON’T ALWAYS DEFEAT A CONGREGATION, PERCEPTION DOES 
 

Numbers 13:30 – “Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and 
said, ‘We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it.’” (NIV) 

 

3. WE NEVER DEVELOP SPIRITUAL ENLIGHTENMENT 
 

Ephesians 1:18 – “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened...” (NIV) 

 
John 3:3 – “Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again.’” (NIV) 

 

4. WE NEVER BUILD A LASTING FAITH IN GOD 
 

Mark 11:22-23 – [22] “‘Have faith in God,’ Jesus answered. [23] ‘I tell you 
the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' 
and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will 
happen, it will be done for him.’” (NIV) 

 
 Lesson: Don’t underestimate the power of faith, it’s like a power that can move a 
mountain.  
 

Matthew 9:29 [Jesus speaking] – “Then he touched their eyes and said, 
‘According to your faith will it be done to you.’” (NIV)  

 
 Lesson: For God to work, we need a high expectation.  
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Prayer: 
 

 Father, we want to be used by You. Help us to see with eyes of faith. Help us to 

put our priorities in order. Help us to remember that our lives will soon be past and 

only what's done for Christ will last.   

 

 Give us victory over all our problems, just like You took care of all the giants. 

We know that You’re the same yesterday, today and forever. Show each of us how 

we can give sacrificially in ways we never even thought possible. We know we 

can’t  outgive You. 

 

 Thank you for the privilege of allowing us to be in on what You’re going to do. 

You could have chosen other people but You’ve chosen us and allowed us to be at 

this point, at this time in history, for this spiritual service. 

  

 Today, I see us as pioneers laying the foundation for future generations. 

Because of what we decide, many will come to know You. Thank You for giving 

us the privilege of being a part of something so exciting, challenging, and 

worthwhile. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


