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HOW CAN I PRACTICALLY FULFILL THE 
SECOND GREATEST COMMANDMENT? 

 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 – [34] “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together. [35] One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: [36] ‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ [37] Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.' [38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] And the second is like 
it: Love your neighbor as yourself. [40] All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.’” (NIV) 
 
Colossians 3:12 & 14 – [12] “Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ... [14] 
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
(NIV) 
 
[PICTURE: MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS] 
 
 Five ways I can take these basic needs and express the love of Christ through them 
 
ACTION #1 – OFFER PEOPLE PHYSICAL ASSISTANCE 
  

James 1:27 – “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless 
is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep 
oneself from being polluted by the world.” (NIV) 

 
James 2:14-17 – [14] “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to 
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? [15] Suppose a 
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. [16] If one of you says to 
him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about 
his physical needs, what good is it?  [17] In the same way, faith by itself, if 
it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” (NIV) 
 

 
ACTION #2 – OFFER PEOPLE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
  

Galatians 6:2 – “Share each other's troubles and problems, and in this 
way obey the law of Christ.” (New Living) 

 
 
MARKING AN IMPACT: ACTION #3 – OFFER LOVING HOSPITALITY 
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Romans 15:7 – “So warmly welcome each other into the church, just as 
Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.” (Living) 

 
2 Corinthians 6:12 [Paul to the church in Corinth] – “Any coldness still 
between us is not because of any lack of love on my part but because 
your love is too small and does not reach out to me and draw me in.” 
(Living) 

 
 
ACTION #4 – OFFER PEOPLE GENEROUS AFFIRMATION 
  

Romans 12:10b – “Outdo one another in showing honor.” (English 
Standard Version) 

 
1 Peter 2:17a – “Show proper respect to everyone...” (NIV) 

 
   
ACTION #5 – OFFER PEOPLE THE TRUE MEANING OF LIFE 
 
John 10:10 – “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full.” (NIV) 
 
Review:  
 
1. Offer people physical assistance 
2. Offer people emotional support 
3. Offer people loving hospitality 
4. Offer people generous affirmation 
5. Offer people the true meaning of life 
 
Habakkuk 3:2a – “I have heard all about you, Lord. I am filled with awe by your amazing 
works. In this time of our deep need, help us again as you did in years gone by.” (New 
Living) 
 
   

 
   


