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HOW TO BE A STANDOUT FOR GOD AT 

A PAGAN PARTY 

 
The Book of Daniel Part 7 

 
Daniel 5:1-6 – [1] “A number of years later, King Belshazzar gave a great feast for a 
thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. [2] While Belshazzar was drinking, he 
gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups that his predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar, 
had taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, so that he and his nobles, his wives, and his 
concubines might drink from them. [3] So they brought these gold cups taken from the 
Temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives, and his 
concubines drank from them. [4] They drank toasts from them to honor their idols made 
of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. [5] At that very moment they saw the 
fingers of a human hand writing on the plaster wall of the king's palace, near the 
lampstand. The king himself saw the hand as it wrote, [6] and his face turned pale with 
fear. Such terror gripped him that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way 
beneath him.” (New Living)  
 
[PICTURE – The Thing, Addams Family] 
 

Daniel 5:25-28 [Daniel speaking] – [25] “This is the message that was 
written: Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin. [26] This is what these words mean: 
Mene means ‘numbered’—God has numbered the days of your reign and 
has brought it to an end. [27] Tekel means ‘weighed’—you have been 
weighed on the balances and have failed the test. [28] Parsin means 
‘divided’—your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians.” (New Living) 

 
Daniel 5:30 – “That very night Belshazzar, the Babylonian king, was 
killed.” (NLT) 

 
Daniel 5:29 – “Then at Belshazzar's command, Daniel was dressed in 
purple robes, a gold chain was hung around his neck, and he was 
proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” (New Living) 

 

FIVE WAYS TO BE A STANDOUT PERSON LIKE DANIEL 
 

1. DEVELOP A GODLY REPUTATION 
 

Daniel 5:10-12 – [10] “But when the queen mother heard what was 
happening, she hurried to the banquet hall. She said to Belshazzar...Don't 
be so pale and afraid about this. [11] There is a man in your kingdom who 
has within him the spirit of the holy gods. During Nebuchadnezzar's reign, 
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this man was found to have insight, understanding, and wisdom as though 
he himself were a god. Your predecessor, King Nebuchadnezzar, made 
him chief over all the magicians, enchanters, astrologers, and fortune-
tellers of Babylon. [12] This man Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar, has a sharp mind and is filled with divine knowledge and 
understanding. He can interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve difficult 
problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means.” 
(New Living) 

  
 

2. MAKE A COMMITMENT TO NEVER STOP LEARNING AND UPHOLD GODLY 

PRINCIPLES 
 

Proverbs 23:12 – “Commit yourself to instruction; listen carefully to words 
of knowledge.” (New Living) 

 
Daniel 1:17a – “God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for 
learning the literature and science of the time.” (New Living) 

 
Proverbs 19:8 – “Do yourself a favor and learn all you can; then remember 
what you learn and you will prosper.” (Good News) 

 
Ecclesiastes 10:10 – “If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more 
strength is needed but skill will bring success.” (New Living) 
 

 

3. LEARN THE LESSONS OF THE PRIOR GENERATION AND DON’T REPEAT 

THEIR MISTAKES 
 

Daniel 5:22 [Daniel speaking] – “You are his successor 
[Nebuchadnezzar’s, Bruce], O Belshazzar, and you knew all this [how 
God removed Nebuchadnezzar from power and then restored him to 
power, Bruce], yet you have not humbled yourself.” (New Living)  

 
Job 8:8 [Bildad] – “Just ask the previous generation. Pay attention to the 
experience of our ancestors.” (New Living) 

 
  Two kinds of people who will help us learn from the past and be standouts today:  
 [1] Mentors. 
 [2] Partners. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:6-11a – [6] “Now, all of this [the Old Testament, Bruce] is 
an example for us, to warn us not to desire evil things, as they did, [7] nor 
to worship idols, as some of them did. ...[8] We must not be guilty of 
sexual immorality, as some of them were...[9] We must not put the Lord to 
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the test, as some of them did...[10] We must not complain, as some of 
them did...[11a] These things happened to them as examples for us.” 
(Good News & New Living) 

     
 

4. MAINTAIN A HUMBLE ATTITUDE THAT HONORS GOD 
 

Daniel 5:22-23a – [22] “You are his successor, O Belshazzar, and you 
knew all this, yet you have not humbled yourself. [23a] For you have 
defied the Lord of heaven and have had these cups from his Temple 
brought before you. ...you have not honored the God who gives you the 
breath of life and controls your destiny!” (New Living) 

 
  

5. PUT INTO PRACTICE WHAT I’VE ALREADY LEARNED 
 

 Key Point: I haven’t learned it until I do it.  
 

Daniel 5:22 – “King Belshazzar, you knew all of this, but you still refused 
to honor the Lord who rules from heaven.” (Contemporary English 
Version) 

 
1 Timothy 6:21 – “Some people have missed the most important thing in 
life--they don't know God.” (Living) 

 
Mark 12:24 [To the religious leaders] – “Jesus replied, ‘Your problem is 
that you don't know the Scriptures, and you don't know the power of 
God.’” (NLT) 

 


