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WILL YOU STAND UP FOR  

GODLY PRINCIPLES? 

Part 8 
 
 

WHY WAS DANIEL A STANDOUT? 
 

1. HIS HIGH DEGREE OF PROFICIENCY 
 

Daniel 6:3 – “Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the 
administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king 
planned to set him over the whole kingdom.” (NIV) 

 

2. HE  WAS FAITHFUL, RESPONSIBLE AND COMPLETELY TRUSTWORTHY 
  

Daniel 6:4 – “Then the other administrators and princes began searching 
for some fault in the way Daniel was handling his affairs, but they couldn't 
find anything to criticize. He was faithful, always responsible, and 
completely trustworthy.” (New Living)  

 
 

3. HIS PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO GOD 
 

Daniel 6:5 – “So they concluded, ‘Our only chance of finding grounds for 
accusing Daniel will be in connection with the requirements of his 
religion.’” (New Living) 

 
Daniel 6:6-9 – [6] “So the administrators and princes went to the king and 
said, ‘Long live King Darius! [7] We administrators, prefects, princes, 
advisers, and other officials have unanimously agreed that Your Majesty 
should make a law that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the 
next thirty days anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to 
Your Majesty—will be thrown into the lions’ den. [8] And let Your Majesty 
issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, a law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.’ [9] So King Darius signed the law.” 
(New Living) 

 
Daniel 6:10 – “But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he 
went home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows 
open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had 
always done, giving thanks to his God.” (New Living) 

1. HE REMEMBERED GOD’S FAITHFULNESS IN THE PAST 
 



 -2- 

 

2. HE PRAYED TO GOD THREE TIMES A DAY 
 
 Key Thought: The secret of standing strong is kneeling often.   
 
 

3. HE KNEW THE REWARDS WERE GREATER THAN THE RISK 
 

BENEFITS FOR DOING THE MORALLY RIGHT THING: 
 

1. STANDING FOR GOD IS A VICTORY OVER THE FEAR OF SINFUL PEOPLE 
 

Hebrews 13:6 – “...We can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper, 
so I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” (New Living) 

  
  About fear: 
 
 [1] Fear is uncomfortable but it won’t kill you.  
 
  F.E.A.R. – False Evidence Appearing Real. 
 
 [2] Fear grows when I give in to it and lessens when I move against it. 
 

Acts 4:29 – “And now, Lord, listen to their threats. Lord, help us, your 
servants, to speak your word without fear.” (New Century) 

 
 

2. STANDING FOR GOD BUILDS MY FAITH 
 

2 Timothy 1:8 – “You must never be ashamed to tell others about our 
Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me either, even though I’m in prison for 
him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the 
proclamation of the Good News.” (New Living) 

 
 

3. STANDING FOR GOD GIVES ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO SEE GOD’S WORK 
  

Daniel 6:16 – “So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested 
and thrown into the den of lions. The king said to him, ‘May your God, 
whom you worship continually, rescue you.’” (New Living) 

 
Daniel 6:19-22 & 24 – [19] “Very early the next morning, the king hurried 
out to the lions' den. [20] When he got there, he called out in anguish, 
‘Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you worship 
continually, able to rescue you from the lions?’ [21] Daniel answered, 
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‘Long live the king! [22] My God sent his angel to shut the lions' mouths so 
that they would not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight. 
And I have not wronged you, Your Majesty.’ ...[24] Then the king gave 
orders to arrest the men who had maliciously accused Daniel. He had 
them thrown into the lions' den, along with their wives and children. The 
lions leaped on them and tore them apart before they even hit the floor of 
the den.” (New Living) 

 
 

4. STANDING FOR GOD ENCOURAGES OTHER BELIEVERS TO STAND FOR 

GOD 
 

Philippians 1:14 – “Because of my imprisonment, many of the Christians 
here have gained confidence and become more bold in telling others 
about Christ.” (New Living) 

 
 

5. STANDING UP FOR GOD IS A POWERFUL EXAMPLE TO NONBELIEVERS 
 

Daniel 6:25-27 – [25] “Then King Darius sent this message to the people 
of every race and nation and language throughout the world:’Peace and 
prosperity to you! [26] I decree that everyone throughout my kingdom 
should tremble with fear before the God of Daniel. For he is the living 
God, and he will endure forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed, and 
his rule will never end.  [27] He rescues and saves his people; he 
performs miraculous signs and wonders in the heavens and on earth. He 
has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” (New Living) 

  
Matthew 2:1-2 – [1] “Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, [2] ‘Where is the newborn king 
of the Jews? We have seen his star as it arose, and we have come to 
worship him.’” (New Living) 

 
 

6. STANDING STRONG FOR GOD WILL BE REWARDED IN ETERNITY 
 

Matthew 5:11-12 – [11] “Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
[12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (NIV) 

 


