
 -1- 

THE BIBLE: OUR MOST ESSENTIAL PIECE OF EQUIPMENT 

FOR SPIRITUAL LIFE 
 

 

Hebrews 13:20a-21a – [20a] “Now may the God of peace – [21a] equip you with all 

you need for doing his will.” (New Living)  

 

2 Timothy 3:17 – “The Scriptures are the comprehensive equipment of the man of 

God and fit him fully for all branches of his work.” (Phillips)   

 

QUESTION: WHY DO WE NEED THE BIBLE? 

 

1. I NEED THE BIBLE IN ORDER TO KNOW GOD 

 

1 Timothy 6:21 – “Some of these people have missed the most important thing in 

life--they don't know God.” (Living) 

 

2 Timothy 3:15b – “The Holy Scriptures are able to give you the wisdom that leads 

to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (Good News) 

 

 

2. I NEED THE BIBLE TO TEACH ME THE TRUTH ABOUT LIFE 

 

John 8:31-32 – “So Jesus said to the Jews who believed in him, ‘If you continue to 

obey my teaching, you are truly my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and 

the truth will make you free.’” (New Century) 

 

3. I NEED THE BIBLE TO SHOW ME HOW TO LIVE A GODLY LIFE 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 –“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is 

true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and 

teaches us to do what is right.” (New Living) 

 

    The Bible does four things to stimulate my spiritual growth 

 [1] Teaches us what is true. 

 [2] Makes us realize what is wrong in our lives. 

 [3] Straightens us out. 

 [4] Teaches us to do what is right so we can improve ourselves. 

4. I NEED THE BIBLE TO GIVE ME SPIRITUAL STRENGTH AND 
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ENDURANCE 

 

Hebrews 4:12a – “Whatever God says to us is full of living power...” (Living) 

 

 

FIVE LEVELS OF BIBLE APPLICATION 
APPLICATION #1 – [the most basic level] – I USE THE BIBLE TO ATTAIN 

KNOWLEDGE 

 

Romans 15:4b – “The Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait 

patiently for God's promises.” (New Living) 

 

 Each year approximately 100 million Bibles are printed.  

 

Hosea 4:6a – “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.” (NIV)  

 

Hosea 4:6b – “Because you have rejected knowledge.” (NIV) 

     

 My Goal: Learn the content of the Bible.  

 

1 Corinthians 8:1b – “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” (NIV) 

 

APPLICATION #2 – I USE THE BIBLE TO SEE LIFE FROM GOD’S 

PERSPECTIVE 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 – “So we don't look at the troubles we can see right now; rather, 

we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be 

over, but the joys to come will last forever.” (New Living) 

 

 My Goal: To see life from God’s perspective. 

 

APPLICATION #3 – I USE THE BIBLE TO DEVELOP CONVICTIONS 

 

Ephesians 4:14 – “...we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds 

about what we believe because someone has told us something different or has 

cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth.” (Living) 

 

 My Goal: I’ll share godly values.  
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APPLICATION #4 – I USE THE BIBLE TO SHARPEN MY SKILLS 

 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 – “If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is 

needed but skill will bring success.” (New Living) 

 

 Four necessary skills taught in the Bible: 

 

 [1] The ability to get along with other people. 

 [2] Money management. 

 [3] Time management. 

 [4] Competence to make wise decisions. 

 

 My Goal: I’ll sharpen my life skills through the practice of biblical principles.  

 

Matthew 7:24 & 26 – [24] “Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is 

wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. [26] But anyone who hears my 

teaching and ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand.” (New 

Living) 

   

APPLICATION #5 – I USE THE BIBLE TO BUILD MY CHARACTER 

 

Jude 1:20 – “But you, dear friends, must build up your lives ever more strongly 

upon the foundation of our holy faith, learning to pray in the power and strength 

of the Holy Spirit.” (Living) 

 

D.L. Moody (1837-1899, minister and author): “The Bible wasn’t given to increase 

our knowledge but to change our lives.”  

 

 Colossians 3:10 – “You are living a brand new kind of life that is continually 

learning more and more of what is right, and trying constantly to be more and 

more like Christ who created this new life within you.” (Living) 

 

 Average time spent daily in front of a TV screen: 4.5 hours. (Nielsen 

Company Audience Report, 2016).    

 

 can you spend a few hours each week being with other people who share your 

goal of growing toward Christlikeness?  

 


