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THE PATHWAY TO PERSONAL RENEWAL 

& 
CONGREGATIONAL REVIVAL 

Part 1 
 
 What we will be looking at... 
 
[1] Personal Cleansing (Confessing my sins). 
[2] Personal Consecration (Dedicating my life to the Lord). 
[3] Personal Commissioning (Embracing my mission). 
 
Three goals for this series:  
 
1. Grow closer to God. 
2. Grow closer to each other. 
3. Experience congregational revival. 
 
Psalm 143:1-6 – “Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my plea!...I am losing all hope; I am 
paralyzed with fear. I remember the days of old...I think about what you have done. I 
reach out for you. I thirst for you as parched land thirsts for rain.” (NLT) 

 
Psalm 85:6 – “Won’t you revive us again, so your people can rejoice in you?” (NLT) 
 
Psalm 126:4 – “May we be refreshed as by streams in the desert.” (Living) 
 

ISAIAH’S VISION OF RENEWAL & REVIVAL 
 

Isaiah 6:1-13 –  
 
[1] “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high 
and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.  
[2] Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 
their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  
[3] And they were calling to one another: 
    ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
        the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
[4] At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 
temple was filled with smoke.  
[5] ‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty.’  
[6] Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he 
had taken with tongs from the altar.  
[7] With it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your 
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guilt is taken away and your sins are forgiven.’  
[8] Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’  
[9] He said, ‘Go and tell this people: 
      ‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; 
        be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’  
[10]   ‘Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close 
their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.’ 
[11] Then I said, ‘For how long, O Lord?’ And he answered: ‘Until the cities lie 
ruined 
and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined 
and ravaged,  
[12] until the Lord has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken.   
[13] And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the 
oak tree leaves a stump when it is cut down, so the people who remain will be 
like a stump that will sprout again.’” (NIV & NCV) 

  
ISAIAH’S FOUR VISIONS OF RENEWAL 

 
VISION #1 – THE HOLINESS OF GOD   
 

Verse 1 – “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 
throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.” (NIV) 

 
 What this means to us: To experience personal renewal, we must see the 
awesomeness of God 
 
 
VISION #2 – MY OWN HELPLESSNESS   
 

Verse 5 – “‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord Almighty.’” (NIV) 

 
 What this means to us: To experience personal renewal, we must see ourselves 
as sinners in constant need of the grace of God 
 
 
VISION #3 – THE WORLD’S HOPELESSNESS 
            

Verses 9, 11-12 – [9] “The Lord said, ‘Go and tell this to the people: You 
will listen, but you will not understand. You will look and look, but you will 
not learn.’ . . . [11] Then I said, ‘Lord, how long must I do this?’ [Share 
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God’s Word, Bruce] And he replied, ‘Until their cities are destroyed, with 
no one left in them. Until their houses are deserted and the whole country 
is an utter wasteland. [12] Do not stop until the Lord has sent everyone 
away to distant lands and the entire land of Israel lies deserted.’” (NCV & 
New Living) 

 
 What this means to us:  To experience personal renewal, we must do two things: 
 
 [1] See the world as a hopeless place without Christ 
 
 [2] Never hesitate to present God’s Word regardless of the results  
 
VISION #4 – MY PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY  
 

Verse 8– “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” (NIV) 

 

 What this means to us: To experience personal renewal, I must be willing to 
accept responsibility in exercising my gifts and talents in spiritual ways. 
 

THREE STEPS TO RENEWAL AND REVIVAL 
 

1. I MUST BE SPIRITUALLY CLEANSED 
 
 Two things: 

 
  [1] We have to confess our sins to God 
  [2] We have to deal with the junk that has piled up in our lives 
 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 – “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to [#1] 
teach us what is true and [#2] to make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. [#3] It straightens us out and [#4] teaches us to do what is right. It is 
God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good 
thing God wants us to do.” (NLT) 

 
 
2. I MUST BE CONSECRATED 
 Definition: Dedicating my life to God 
 

Isaiah 6:6-7 & [8b] – [6] “Then one of the seraphim flew over to the altar, 
and he picked up a burning coal with a pair of tongs. [7] He touched my 
lips with it and said, ‘See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is 
removed, and your sins are forgiven.’.....[8b] and I said, ‘Here am I. Send 
me!” (NLT)  
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3. I MUST ACCEPT MY MISSION 
 

Verses 5a & 9a – [5a] “‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined.’ . . . [9a] God 
said, ‘Go and tell this people...’” (NIV) 

 
 

Father, we’re not here by accident. You have chosen each 
believer in this room. You know our strengths and our 
weaknesses. You know the areas of our lives that need to be 
refreshed and recharged, renewed, revitalized.  
  
Through the study of Your Word, we ask You to speak to our 
hearts. Don’t let ourselves get in the way of what You want to 
do in our lives. We want to experience Your presence, Your 
love, Your Spirit. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 


