
 -1- 

UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTER OF GOD:  
THE BASIS OF MEANINGFUL PRAYER 

 
A Biblical Guide to Prayer #3 

 
 
 
A.W. Tozer (1897-1963, Minister, author, editor): “What comes to your mind when you 
think about God is the most important thing about you, because it affects everything 
else in your life.”  
 
Psalm 100:5 – “THE LORD IS ALWAYS GOOD. He is always loving and kind, and his 
faithfulness goes on and on to each succeeding generation.” (Living) 
 

BECAUSE GOD IS ALWAYS GOOD... 
 
1.GOD’S PLAN FOR MY LIFE WILL ALWAYS Be ULTIMATELY GOOD (and at least 
eternally good!)   
 
 What this means to me: I can pray knowing God wants the best for me. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-12 [God speaking to His people living in a foreign land] – 
[11] “‘I say this because I know what I am planning for you,’ says the Lord. 
‘I have good plans for you, not plans to hurt you. I will give you hope and a 
good future. [12] Then you will call my name. You will come to me and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you.’” (New Century) 

 
Ephesians 1:18-19a – [18] “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, [19a] and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.” (NIV) 

 
 
2. BECAUSE GOD IS ALWAYS GOOD, HE GIVES ME WHAT I NEED, NOT WHAT I 

DESERVE 
 
 What this means to me: I can pray knowing God will forgive me based on His 
goodness, not mine. 
 

Psalm 103:10 & 12 – [10] “God has not treated us as we deserve for our 
sins or paid us back for our wrongs. ... [12] As far as the east is from the 
west—that is how far he has removed our rebellious acts from himself.” 
(God Word Translation) 
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Psalm 51:1-2 [King David after he had committed adultery and murder] – 
[1] “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according 
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash away all 
my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” (NIV) 

  
Hebrews 4:15-16 – [15] “This High Priest of ours [Jesus] understands our 
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same temptations we do, yet he did 
not sin. [16] So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. 
There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we 
need it.” (New Living) 

  
3. BECAUSE GOD IS ALWAYS GOOD, HE PUTS MY GOOD ABOVE HIS OWN 

GOOD 
 
 What this means to me: I can pray knowing God loves me and fills me with His 
goodness. 
 

John 10:14-15b – [14] “I am the GOOD shepherd; I know my own sheep, 
and they know me . . . [15b] And I sacrifice my life for my sheep.” (New 
Living) 

 
Romans 4:25 – “He died for our sins and rose again to make us right with 
God, filling us with God's goodness.” (Living) 

 
 
4. BECAUSE GOD IS ALWAYS GOOD, HE DOESN’T SAY YES TO EVERY 

REQUEST 
 
 What this means to me: I can pray knowing God will answer my prayer. 
 
 Ways God can answer our prayers: “No,” “Not yet,” “Wait,” “Yes.”   
 

Luke 11:11-13 – [11] “You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you 
give them a snake instead? [12] Or if they ask for an egg, do you give 
them a scorpion? Of course not! [13] If you sinful people know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. (New Living) 

  
Matthew 20:22a – “You don't know what you are asking...” (NIV) 

  
 Garth Brooks, “Unanswered Prayers.” 

Isaiah 55:8 – “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways.” (NIV) 
 

5. BECAUSE GOD IS GOOD, HE INVITES US TO LIVE WITH HIM FOREVER 
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 What this means to me: I can pray knowing God wants to give me His 
goodness throughout eternity. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 – [16] “May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and by his grace [His goodness, Bruce] 
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope the continues forever, [17] 
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” 
(NIV & New Century)  

 
Lamentations 5:21 – “Bring us back to you, God; we’re ready to come 
back. Give us a fresh start.” (Message) 

 
 Prayer: 
 

 Father, You are a good Father. There are many people here in pain 
but You’re still a good Father. We've all had prayers that weren't 
answered the way we want but You're still  good. 
 
 Help us to remember that Your plan is always good. Help us to 
remember that You always give us what we need, not what we 
deserve. We are thankful that You not only forgive us but pour Your 
goodness into us. We know You are not mad at us but mad about us. 
Thank you for putting our eternal good above Your own good, by 
dying for us on the cross.  
 
 We don't always recognize Your plan but we do understand Your 
goal is not to make our lives easy but mature. Your thoughts are not 
our thoughts and so there are a lot of things we won’t understand until 
we are with You in eternity.  
 
 We thank You for inviting us to live with You forever in heaven. 
Revive our hearts, revive our small groups and Bible classes, revive 
our church family. Only changed people can change the community. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  


