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PRINCIPLES OF SPIRITUAL 
ILLUMINATION &ENLIGHTENMENT 

 
 
 Basic principle of physical illumination/enlightenment: The greater the amount of 
light, the greater my ability to clearly see details.   
 
 Basic principle of spiritual illumination: The greater the amount of honest Bible study, 
prayer and Christian service, the greater number of opportunities for the Holy Spirit to 
show me the meaning of God’s Word and how to apply its message. 
 
 Example: Paul prayer for the church in Ephesus... 
  

Ephesians 1:17 – “I ask the glorious Father and God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to give you his Spirit. The Spirit will make you wise and let you 
understand what it means to know God.” (Contemporary English Version) 

 
Ephesians 3:16 – “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.” (NIV) 

 
 The Holy Spirit does two things for me when I study, pray and serve:  
 
  [1] Gives me the ability to interpret, understand and apply biblical principles. 
  [2] Gives me inner strength 
 

Ephesians 1:18-19a – “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.” (NIV) 

 
 WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOD OPENS MY SPIRITUAL EYES? 
 
SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION PRINCIPLE #1 – GOD ENLIGHTENS ME TO SEE THE 
SOLUTION TO MY PROBLEMS 
 

Genesis 21:14-18 – [14] “Early the next morning Abraham took some food 
and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her 
shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and 
wandered in the desert of Beersheba. [15] When the water in the skin was 
gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. [16] Then she went off 
and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, ‘I cannot 
watch the boy die.’ And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob. [17] 
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God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God 
has heard the boy crying as he lies there. [18] Lift the boy up and take him 
by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.’”  

 
Key Passage: Genesis 21:19 – “Then God opened her eyes and she saw 
a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the 
boy a drink.” 

 
 Principle of illumination: The solution was right in front of Hagar but she couldn’t see 
it until God opened her eyes and gave her a new perspective. 
 
 Application: When God opens my spiritual eyes one or two things happen... 
 
 [1] I see a solution to my problem. 
 [2] I don’t see a solution to my problem, but I am made aware of God’s presence. 
 

2 Timothy 4:16-17a – “At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them. But the Lord 
stood at my side and gave me strength...”  

 
 Lesson from Paul: God doesn’t always lift you out of a problem, sometimes He just 
opens your eyes so you can know He’s with you. 
 

Acts 8:27b-28 & 30-31 & 36 –  “The Ethiopian treasurer had gone to 
Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, 
he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. ...Philip ran 
over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah; so he asked, ‘Do 
you understand what you are reading?’ The man replied, ‘How can I, when 
there is no one to instruct me?’ ...As they rode along, they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, ‘Look! There's some water! Why can't I be 
baptized?’”  

 
 Lesson from the Ethiopian: When I’m humble and open-minded God allows me to 
see the solution to my problem.  
 
SPIRITUAL ILLUMINATION PRINCIPLE #2 – GOD ENLIGHTENS ME TO SEE THE 
BARRIER TO MY PROGRESS 
 
[PICTURE OF DONKEY] 
 

Numbers 22:22-30 – [22] “But God was very angry when he went, and the 
angel of the Lord stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on 
his donkey, and his two servants were with him. [23] When the donkey 
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saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with a drawn sword in his 
hand, she turned off the road into a field. Balaam beat her to get her back 
on the road. [24] Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path 
between two vineyards, with walls on both sides. [25] When the donkey 
saw the angel of the Lord, she pressed close to the wall, crushing 
Balaam's foot against it. So he beat her again. [26] Then the angel of the 
Lord moved on ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no 
room to turn, either to the right or to the left. [27] When the donkey saw 
the angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and 
beat her with his staff. [28] Then the Lord opened the donkey's mouth, and 
she said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to you to make you beat me these 
three times?’ [29] Balaam answered the donkey, ‘You have made a fool of 
me! If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now.’ [30] The 
donkey said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your own donkey, which you have 
always ridden, to this day? Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?’ 
‘No,’ he said.”  

 
Key Passage: Numbers 22:31 – “Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, 
and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road with his sword 
drawn. So he bowed low and fell facedown.” 

 
 Lesson from Balaam: We often get hurt when we try to go in a direction God doesn’t 
want. Sometimes you are “pressed against the wall” and prevented from making 
progress. 
 
[DONKEY - BALAAM CARTOON] 
 
 Remember: The times you thought you were alone, your eyes were blinded so you 
couldn’t see the presence of God. 
 


