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NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICANS OF THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT 
Part 2 of 2 

 
 

GEORGE PHILLIP (G.P.) BOWSER 
(1874-1950) 

FANNIE BOWSER, WIFE 
 
*Joined the Bethel African American Methodist Episcopal Church in Nashville 
 
*Met his future wife Fannie, a devout Methodist. While engaged, George was hit by a 
train  and his left arm was severed below the elbow 
 
*Mastered five languages in addition to English: Greek, Hebrew, French, German and 
Latin 
 
*Both George and his wife Fannie were immersed into the Church of Christ/Christian 
Church 
 
*At age 28, started the Christian Echo, the only national publication among African 
Americans in the Churches of Christ 
 
*Established Christian school for African American, the Silver Point Christian Institute 
 
*Helped to establish the Southwestern Christian College in Terrell, Texas which 
continues today.  
 

MARSHALL KEEBLE 
(1878-1968) 

 
*Baptized by Preston Taylor 
 
*Started preaching as a full-time traveling evangelist in 1914 
 
*In 1931 he baptized 1,071 African Americans and an unrecorded number of white 
people 
 
*In 1931, he preached fourteen campaigns, establishing six churches of Christ. In 
Bradenton, Florida 115 people were baptized in one day, 286 in the campaign. In 
Valdosta, Georgia, 166 were baptized 
 
*Outlived his wife and all five of his children 
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ANNIE C. (CLAY) TUGGLE 
 (1890-1976) 
 
*Converted from the Methodist Church and baptized into the Church of Christ at the age 
of 17 
 
*Taught at G.P. Bowser’s Silver Point Christian Institute 
 
*In her 30s graduated from Walden College as valedictorian, entered Fisk University as 
a 34 year old freshman 
 
*Established a Church of Christ in Memphis, Tennessee naming is the Smyrna Church 
of Christ after the church in Revelation 2 
 
*Married Dr. John Waller and moved to Cincinnati, Ohio. Discovered her husband didn’t 
want children. Divorced in 1932 and moved back to Tennessee. Never married again.  
 
*Picked cotton in the 1930s and refused money for sex 
 
*Taught at the Nashville, Tennessee Christian Institute where Marshall Keeble was 
president. Fred Gray was one of her students. 
 
*Moved to Detroit, Michigan. Sold insurance, operated a restaurant and established a 
Christian school for girls 
 
*Published directory of African American churches 
 
*Later in life, moved to California to live near her family 
 
 
 FRED GRAY 
 (1930 - living as of 2019 in Montgomery, Alabama) 
 
*Born in Montgomery, Alabama and attended the Holt Street Church of Christ 
 
*Was a student at the Nashville, Tennessee Christian Institute under the oversight of 
Marshall Keeble 
 
*His mother wanted Fred to be a Church of Christ minister 
 
*Received his law degree from Western University in Ohio in 1954 
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*Opened his law practice in Montgomery, Alabama and became the minister for the 
Newtown Church of Christ in Montgomery 
*In 1955 Gray represented Rosa Parks against charges of disorderly conduct for 
refusing to give up her seat in a bus to a white passenger 
 
*Served as Martin Luther King, Jr.’s first civil rights lawyer 
 
*Relocated to Tuskegee, Alabama in 1973 and helped to organize the merger of the 
city’s black and white Churches of Christ in 1974 
 
*Filed suit against the United States government on behalf of 600 men exploited by the 
Tuskegee Syphilis Study and won a 10 million dollar judgment.  
 
*His lawsuits led to the desegregation of all institutions of higher learning n Alabama 
and resulted in Governor George Wallace’s “stand in the schoolhouse door” in 1963 
 
*Became first African American (along with Thomas Reed) to serve in the Alabama 
Legislature in the post Civil War era 
 
 
 


