
A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON MARRIAGE 
  
Hebrews 13:4a – “Marriage should be honored by everyone, and husband and wife 
should keep their marriage pure.” (New Century) 
 
 Article #1 – How Love Has Transcended the Institution of Marriage. 
 
 Article #2 – Marriage: Attractive, Archaic or Irrelevant?  
 

GOD’S SIX DESIGNS FOR MARRIAGE 
 

1. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE FOR THE PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL & SPIRITUAL 

CONNECTION OF MEN AND WOMEN 
 
1 Corinthians 11:11-12 – [11] “In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, 
nor is man independent of woman. [12] For as woman came from man, so also man is 
born of woman. But everything comes from God.” (New Living) 
 
Genesis 2:18 – “And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a companion who will help him.’” (Good News) 
 
Mark 10:6-9 [Jesus on marriage] – [6] “But God's plan was seen from the beginning of 
creation, for 'He made them male and female.' [7] 'This explains why a man leaves his 
father and mother and is joined to his wife, [8] and the two are united into one.' Since 
they are no longer two but one, [9] let no one separate them, for God has joined them 
together.’” (New Living) 
 
Three Points: [1] Marriage is God’s plan, not a human plan. [2] Marriage is between a 
man and woman. [3] Marriage was meant to be permanent. 
 

2. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE FOR THE MULTIPLICATION OF THE HUMAN RACE 
 
Genesis 1:27-28a – [27] “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them. [28] God blessed them and said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply.’” (NIV) 
 
 

3. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE FOR THE PROTECTION AND MORAL TRAINING OF 

CHILDREN 
 
“Marriage is important, because it’s what children look at as the relationship between 
their mom and dad – they see what love is about, they see what commitment is about in 
practice... – it’s forming their thinking all the time ...and the world is either safe or 
unsafe according to what they see in their parents’ marriage.” (Nicky Lee, “The 
Marriage Course”) 
 



Proverbs 14:26 – “He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for his children it 
will be a refuge.” (NIV) 
  
“No man should bring children into the world who is unwilling to persevere to the end in 
their nurture and education.” (Plato, 428 BC - 348 BC. Classic Greek Philosopher) 
 

4. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE FOR THE PERFECTION OF OUR CHARACTER 
 
Proverbs 18:1 – “It's selfish and stupid to think only of yourself and to sneer at people 
who have sense.” (Contemporary English Version) 
 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 – “Love is patient, kind and not self-seeking.” (NIV) 
 
Bruce’s Paraphrase: “Love takes out the garbage without being asked, 
love puts away the dishes on its own and love always puts the toilet lid 
down.” 

 
 

5. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE AS THE BUILDING BLOCK FOR SOCIETY 
 
“First, at the bottom as it were of Roman society and forming its ultimate unit, was the 
family...It would be difficult to overestimate the influence of this group upon the history 
and destiny of Rome. It was the cradle of at least some of those splendid virtues of the 
early Romans that contributed so much to the strength and greatness of Rome, and 
that helped to give her dominion of the world.” (Philip Van Ness Myers [1846-1937]), 
Rome: Its Rise and Fall: A Text-Book for High Schools and Colleges. Originally 
published in 1900) 
 
Proverbs 14:34 – “Righteousness lifts up a nation, but sin is a disgrace in any society.” 
(God’s Word Translation) 
 

6. GOD CREATED MARRIAGE AS A REFLECTION OF OUR UNION WITH CHRIST 
 
Ephesians 5:25-33 – “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her.  .  . He died so that he could give the church to himself as a Bride in 
all her beauty.  .  . In the same way, husbands should love their wives as they love their 
own bodies.  .  . No one ever hates his own body, but feeds and takes care of it. And 
that is what Christ does for his church, his body. The Scripture says, ‘a man is united 
with his wife, and the two become one body.’ This is a profound mystery – but I am 
talking about Christ and the church! So each husband must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and each wife must respect her husband.” (New Living) 


