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SEEKING GUIDANCE  

BY GOD’S HOLY SPIRIT 

 
Psalm 23:3b – “[The Lord] guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 
(NIV) 
 
Romans 8:14 –“Only those people who are led by God's Spirit are his children.” 
(Contemporary English Version) 
 

HOW AM I LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT?  

(Stated in the Negative) 
 
 

1. I CAN’T FOLLOW A CULTURE THAT DOESN’T FOLLOW GOD! 
 

Exodus 23:2a – “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong.” (NIV) 
 

Romans 12:2a – “Do not conform to the behavior of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.” (New 
Living & NIV) 

 
1 John 2:17 – “The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does 
the will of God lives forever.” (NIV) 
 

2. I CAN’T FOLLOW FRIENDS WHO AREN’T LED BY GOD 
 

1 John 3:7-8a – [7] “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you the wrong 
way. Christ is all that is right. So to be like Christ a person must do what is 
right. [8a] . . .anyone who continues to sin belongs to the devil.” (New 
Century) 

 
Proverbs 13:20 – “Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with 
fools and get in trouble.” (New Living)  

 

3. I CAN’T LOOK TO OTHER SOURCES BESIDES GOD FOR MORAL 

GUIDANCE INCLUDING MY FEELINGS 
 

Proverbs 14:12 [On an individual level] – “There is a path before each 
person that seems right, but it ends in death.” (New Living) 

 
Proverbs 14:34 [On a nation level] – “Righteousness exalts a nation, but 
sin is a disgrace to any people.” (NIV) 
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4. I MUST STOP USING CIRCUMSTANCES TO DISCERN GOD’S CLEARLY 

DEFINED WILL 
 

Acts 27:10 & 13a [Paul speaking to the ship’s officers] – [10] “‘Men, I can 
see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship 
and cargo, and to our own lives as well.’ . . . [13] When a gentle south 
wind began blowing from the south, the sailors thought they could make it. 
So they pulled up anchor...” (NIV) 

 

SIX THINGS TO START DOING FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE 
 

1. I MUST DESIRE TO BE LED BY BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES 
 

Psalm 40:8 – “My God, I want to do what you want. Your teachings are in 
my heart.” (NV) 

  
 

2. I MUST BE WILLING TO OBEY GOD 
 

John 7:17 – “Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out 
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.” 
(NIV) 

 
 

3. I MUST LOOK TO GOD’S WORD IN ORDER TO FIND HIS WILL 
 

Psalm 119:133 – “Guide my steps by your word, so I will not be overcome 
by any evil.” (New Living) 

 
Galatians 1:8 – “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally 
condemned!” (NIV) 

 

4. I MUST ASK GOD TO GIVE ME GUIDANCE AS I PUT FORTH AN EFFORT TO 

KNOW HIS WORD 
 

Psalm 27:11a – “Teach me, Lord, what you want me to do, and lead me 
along a safe path...” (Good News) 

 
 How does the Spirit lead us along a safe path? 
 
 [1] By reminding us what we’ve read in the Bible. 
 
 [2] The Spirit gives impressions or ideas.  
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5. I MUST HUMBLY ASK THE LORD FOR GUIDANCE 
 

Psalm 25:9 – “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his 
way.” (NIV) 

 

 6. I MUST LOOK FOR GOD’S RESPONSE 
 

Psalm 77:16 – “When the Red Sea saw you, O God, its waters looked 
and trembled! The sea quaked to its very depths.” (New Living) 

 
Psalm 77:19 – “Your road led through the sea, your pathway through the 
mighty waters— a pathway no one knew was there!” (New Living) 

 


