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RESPONSIBILITIES OF FATHERS AS 
SPIRITUAL LEADERS  

IN THE HOME  

 
John 17:1-4 – “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the 
time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him 
authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do.” (NIV) 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SPIRITUAL LEADER 
 
 
1. HELP THEM TO GET TO KNOW GOD 
 

John 17:6 – “I showed what you are like to those you gave me from the 
world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have 
obeyed your teaching.” (New Century) 

 
How influential are fathers? Paul Vitz (born 1935. Ph.D., Stanford University) is 
Professor Emeritus at New York University. He’s the author of Faith and the Fatherless: 
The Psychology of Atheism, 2nd edition 2013. He studied 100 of the most famous 
atheists in history to see if there was a common element – All of them hated their 
fathers who were either weak, unloving or absent. He concluded that philosophers, 
professors, atheists and political tyrants who denounce God do so in order to release 
their traumatic childhood experiences and are actually subconsciously crying out for 
help. Atheists have rejected God because of their own biases against their fathers – 
nearly all of whom were absent or abusive. 
 
 What is God really like?   
 
 *He’s caring.  
 *He’s close.   
 *He’s consistent.  
 *He’s competent. 
 
 [1] So they can enjoy and experience God’s love 
 

John 17:26 – “I made you known to them, and I will continue to do so, in 
order that the love you have for me may be in them...” (Good News) 
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 [2] So they can get into heaven  
 

John 17:3 – “This is the way to have eternal life – to know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth.” (New Living) 

 
2. TEACH THEM GOD’S WORD 
 

John 17:8 – “I have passed on to them the words you gave me...” (New 
Living)  
 
John 17:14 – “I have given them Your Word…” (NIV) 

 
Practical ideas: 

 
 [1] Read Bible stories to them before they go to bed. 
 [2] Memorize Bible verses together.  

[3] Attend church with your children. 
 
3. PRAY FOR THEM 
 

John 17:9 – “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those 
you have given me, for they are yours.” 

 
What to pray for regarding my children: 

 
 [1] That my children will live for Christ joyfully. 
 

John 17:13 – “I say these things while I'm still in the world so that they will 
have the same joy that I have.” (God’s Word) 

 
 [2] That my children will grow strong spiritually. 
 

John 17:15 – “I'm not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep 
them safe from the evil one.” (New Living) 

 
 [3] That my children will serve Christ effectively   
 

John 17:17 – “Make them ready for your service through your truth; your 
teaching is truth.” (New Century) 

 
 [4] That my children will experience fellowship personally.  
 

John 17:21 – “My prayer for all of them is that they will be of one heart and 
mind, just as you and I are...and [that] the world will believe you sent me.” 
(Living)  
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 [5] That my children will bring others to Christ regularly. 
 

John 17:20 – “I pray not only for them, but also for those who believe in 
me because of their message.” (Good News)  

 
 
4. BUILD GOD’S CHARACTER INTO THEM 
 

John 17:22 – “I have given them the glory that you gave me..” (NIV) 
 
[PICTURE OF CLAM] 
 
5. GUARD THEIR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 

John 17:12 – “While I was with them, I kept them safe by the power of 
your name...I protected them, and not one of them was lost, except the 
man who was bound to be lost—so that the scripture might come true.” 
(Good News) 

 
 How do dads protect their children? Three things. 
 
 [1] Protect their bodies 
 [2] Protect their minds 
 [3] Protect their spirits 
 

1 Peter 5:2-3 – “Nurture, guard, and guide the flock of God that is your 
responsibility… Not domineering as arrogant, dictatorial, and overbearing 
persons but being examples, patterns, and models of Christian living…” 
(Amplified)  

 
6. RELEASE THEM TO SERVE GOD ON THEIR OWN 
 

John 17:18 – “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 
world.” 

 
7. MODEL COMMITMENT 
 

John 17:19 – “For their sake I dedicate myself to you, in order that they, 
too, may be truly dedicated to you. “ (Good News) 

 
FINAL THOUGHT: YOU WON’T BE WITH THEM FOREVER 
 

John 17:11 – “Now I am departing the world; I am leaving them behind 
and coming to you. Holy Father, keep them and care for them...” (New 
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Living)  
 
 A prayer for fathers: 
 
 “Father, I really want to be a spiritual leader in my family. I admit I have a lot to learn 
and I have some catch up work to do. Deep down I believe You can give me the 
wisdom and power that I need to do this. Today, I am dedicating myself completely to 
You to be the father and grandfather that You want me to be. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”   
 
 A prayer for all of us 
 
 “Father, I want to be a spiritual leader too. In every situation You put me in help me 
to remember these seven responsibilities. Help me to be supportive of my father or my 
husband as well as all the fathers I know.  Give America strong families. I thank You for 
my church family here at Port City where we support each other no matter what 
segment or stage of life we’re in. Because I am on Your team, I want to be dedicated to 
being used by You any way You wish. In Jesus name. Amen.”   
 


