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 CHOOSING THE RIGHT VALUES  

  
 
Deuteronomy 30:15-16 – [15] “Today I am giving you a choice between good and evil, 
between life and death. [16] If you obey the commands of the Lord your God, which I 
give you today, if you love him, obey him, and keep all his laws, then you will prosper 
and become a nation of many people. The Lord your God will bless you in the land that 
you are about to occupy.” (Good News) 
 
Deuteronomy 30:17-19 – [17] “But if you disobey and refuse to listen, and are led away 
to worship other gods, [18] you will be destroyed—I warn you here and now. You will 
not live long in that land across the Jordan that you are about to occupy. [19] I am now 
giving you the choice between life and death, between God's blessing and God's curse, 
and I call heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Choose life.” (Good News)  
 
 FOUR CHOICES THAT DETERMINE MY DIRECTION IN LIFE. 
 
 
1. REFUSE TO BE DEFINED BY OTHER PEOPLE 
 

Hebrews 11:24 – “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.” (NIV) 

 
Romans 12:2a – “Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.” 
(Good News) 

 
1 Thessalonians 2:4b – “Our purpose is to please God, not people. He is 
the one who examines the motives of our hearts.” (New Living) 

 
 
2. CHOOSE SHORT-TERM PAIN FOR LONG-TERM GAIN 
 

Hebrews 11:25 – “Moses chose to be mistreated along with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.” (NIV) 

 
 A few spiritual facts: 
 
 [1] You are as close to God as you choose to be.  
 [2] You can't live off of somebody else's spiritual commitment.  
 [3] You are a product of your past but not a prisoner.  
 [4] There’s no such thing as a physically pain free life.  

 God makes a couple promises about pain:  



 

 

-2- 

 
   [1] God uses pain to help me grow.  

 
Romans 5:3-4 – [3] “We also have joy with our troubles, because we know 
that these troubles produce patience. [4] And patience produces 
character, and character produces hope.” (New Century)  
 
   [2] God will reward me in heaven.  

 
2 Corinthians 4:17-18 – [17] “For our present troubles are quite small and 
won't last very long. Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great glory 
that will last forever! [18] So we don't look at the troubles we can see right 
now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen. For the 
troubles we see will soon be over, but the joys to come will last forever.” 
(New Living) 

  
 
3. CHOOSE WHAT GOD VALUES, NOT WHAT CULTURE VALUES 
 

Hebrews 11:26 – “He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ 
than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great 
reward.” (NLT)  

 
1 John 2:17 – “The world and everything in it that people desire is passing 
away; but those who do the will of God live forever.” (Good News) 

  
 Three important values: 
     
 [1] God's purpose in serving Him is more important than popularity. 
 

Hebrews 11:24 – “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.” (NIV) 

 
 [2] People are more important than pleasure.  
 

Hebrews 11:25 – “He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God 
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.” (NIV) 

 
 [3] Our future reward is more valuable than earthly possessions. 
 

Hebrews 11:26 – “He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of the 
Messiah than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to 
the great reward that God would give him.” (New Living) 
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4. CHOOSE TO LIVE BY FAITH, NOT FEAR 
 

Hebrews 11:27 – “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he 
persevered because he saw him who is invisible.” (NIV) 

 
Galatians 2:16b – “No one can please God by simply obeying the Law. So 
we put our faith in Christ Jesus, and God accepted us because of our 
faith.” (Contemporary English Version) 

 
  Prayer: 
 
 

Father, I don't want to drift through the rest of my life. I want to move with 
direction and purpose like Moses. I commit to these four life shaping 
choices. First, with Your help, I want to make the choice of not allowing 
other people to define me. I want to be Your son or daughter. I belong to 
You. Second,  like Moses, I want to choose short term pain in order to have 
long term gain. Third, I want to live the rest of my life by Your values, not 
cultural values. Finally, I want to choose to live by putting my faith in You.  
 
I realize it's only by Your grace and power that I can make these choices 
and keep these commitments. I humbly come to You for help. I totally put 
my faith in You. I ask You empower me and guide me. I'm going to stop 
making excuses and stop blaming other people for everything that’s wrong 
in my life. I'm going to be active in church where I can receive support. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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