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FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLES OF JOSEPH,  
THE SHEPHERDS, MARY & THE WISE MEN 

  
 CHRISTMAS 2018 
 
 JOSEPH 
 

Matthew 1:19-24 – “Mary's husband, Joseph, was a good man, he did not 
want to disgrace her in public, so he planned to divorce her quietly. . . . an 
angel of the Lord came to him in a dream. . . .When Joseph woke up, he 
did what the Lord's angel had told him to do. Joseph took Mary as his 
wife.” (New Living & NIV) 

 
 1. WHAT WE LEARN FROM JOSEPH: COOPERATE WITH GOD’S CLEAR PLAN 

EVEN WHEN IT DOESN’T MAKE SENSE 
 

Acts 2:36-40 [God made His plan clear to the Jewish people] – [36] “Let it 
be clearly known by everyone in Israel that God has made this Jesus 
whom you crucified to be both Lord and Messiah!  [37] Peter's words 
convicted them deeply, and they said to him and to the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what should we do?’ [38] Peter replied, ‘Each of you must turn 
from your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. ...[40] ‘Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation!’” (New Living) 

 
Jeremiah 29:11 [God to the nation of Israel] – “As soon as Babylon’s 
seventy years are up, I’ll show up and take care of you as I promised and 
bring you back home. I know what I am doing.” (Message) 

 
  
 THE SHEPHERDS 
 

Luke 2:10-11 – [10] “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (NIV)  
 
Luke 2:16a & 20a – [16a] “They hurried to the village. ... [20a] The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the thing they had 
heard and seen...” (New Living & NIV) 

 
 
2. WHAT WE LEARN FROM THE SHEPHERDS: CELEBRATE GOD’S  
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 PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES!  
 

Luke 2:17 – “When the shepherds had seen him [Jesus], they spread the 
world concerning what they had been told about this child.” (NIV) 

 
 MARY 
 

Luke 2:17-19 – [17] “When they [shepherds] had seen him [Jesus], they 
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, [18] 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
[19] But Mary treasured up all these things and thought deeply about them 
in her heart.” (NIV & Good News) 

 
3. WHAT WE LEARN FROM MARY: CONTINUALLY MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD! 
 

James 1:25 – “But whoever who looks intently into the perfect law that 
gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what they have 
heard, but doing it–they will be blessed in what they does.” (NIV)  

 
Joshua 1:8 – “ Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (NIV) 

 
What is biblical success on a personal level? [1] The ability to consistently and 
cheerfully live by the godly values that will determine my eternal reward after my life on 
earth is finished. [2] Maintaining my faith to the end of my life as much as it is in my 
control to do so.  
 
 THE WISE MEN 
 

Matthew 2:11 – “They entered the house where the child and his mother, 
Mary, were, and they fell down before him and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” (New Living) 

 
Matthew 2:12 – “But when it was time to leave, they [wise men] went 
home another way, because God had warned them in a dream not to 
return to Herod.” (New Living) 

  
4. WHAT WE LEARN FROM THE WISE MEN: BE WILLING TO DEDICATE MY TIME 

AND MY GIFTS TO JESUS! 
 

Romans 12:1b – “Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated 
to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should 



 

 

-3- 

offer.” (Good News)  
 

Romans 6:13b – “Give yourselves completely to God – every part of you – 
to be tools in the hands of God, to be used for his good purposes.” (Living) 

 
 Christmas Prayer:  
 

 Father, I want to start cooperating with Your plan like Joseph instead of 
making my own plans. I want to celebrate Your forgiveness and free gift of 
salvation to me. Help me to have the courage to say “yes” to baptism so my 
sins can be forgiven. Help me to live with more gratitude and less 
crankiness and with more thankfulness and less worry. I want to be a man 
or woman of the Word. I want to listen, pay attention and live as You 
instruct. Like the wise men, I want to seek You and when I find You I want 
to give You the best of my gifts: my talents, my money, my time, and my 
obedience. I ask You to receive my gifts this Christmas because of what 
You've done for me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 


