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THE BOOK OF PROVERBS ON DECISION-
MAKING AND RISK-TAKING 

 
Frank Boreham: “We make our decisions and then our decisions make us.”   
 
EIGHT DECISION-MAKING OBSERVATIONS FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 
 
STEP 1 – PRAY FOR BIBLICAL WISDOM 
 
 Bruce’s basic definition of biblical wisdom: stated negatively, wisdom isn’t 
intelligence, technical smarts or education – biblical wisdom consists of the following: 
 
#1 – The ability to see myself, my relationships, and my standing with God from His 
perspective and act on it.  
 
#2 – A lifestyle of choices based on clear godly principles. 
 

Proverbs 28:26 – “A man is a fool to trust himself! But those who use 
God's wisdom are safe.” (Living) 

 
STEP 2 – GET THE FACTS 
 

Proverbs 13:16 – “Every prudent person acts out of knowledge...” (NIV) 
 
  Two things:  
 
 [1] Try not to make a decision out of ignorance.  
 [2] Don’t assume what people say religiously is true. 
 

Proverbs 18:13 – “What a shame--yes, how stupid!--to decide before 
knowing the facts!” (Living) 
 
Proverbs 23:23 – “Get the facts at any price, and hold on tightly to all the 
good sense you can get.” (Living) 

 
 
STEP 3 – ASK OTHER PEOPLE FOR ADVICE 
 

Proverbs 24:6 – “...the more good advice you get, the more likely you are 
to win.” (Good News) 
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Proverbs 20:18 – “Get good advice and you will succeed.” (Good News)  
  

Proverbs 20:5 – “A person's thoughts are like water in a deep well, but 
someone with insight can draw them out.” (Good News) 

  
Proverbs 18:15 – “The intelligent man is always open to new ideas. In fact, 
he looks for them.” (Living). 

 
  
STEP 4 – SET YOUR SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL GOALS 
 

Proverbs 17:24 – “An intelligent person aims at wise action, but a fool 
starts off in many directions.” (Good News) 

 
 Bruce’s paraphrase: You can’t chase two rabbits at once!  
 
STEP 5 – COUNT THE COST OF YOUR DECISION 
 
 Three questions:  
 
 [1] Is the decision necessary to reach my goal?  
 [2] What will the decision cost?  
 [3] Is the decision worth it?  
 

Proverbs 20:25 – “It is a trap to dedicate something rashly and only later 
to consider one’s vows.” (NIV) 

 
STEP 6 – BE PREPARED FOR PROBLEMS 
 

Proverbs 22:3 – “A prudent person foresees the difficulties ahead and 
prepares for them; the simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the 
consequences.” (Living) 
 

STEP 7 – CONFRONT YOUR FEARS 
 

Proverbs 14:16 – “A fool plunges ahead with great confidence.” (Living)   
 

Proverbs 29:25 – “Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the 
Lord means safety.” (New Living) 

 
Proverbs 14:26 – “Reverence for the Lord gives confidence and security to 
a man and his family.” (Good News) 
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Mark Twain: “Courage is not the absence of fear, courage is moving 
ahead in spite of your fear.”   

 
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker: “Courage is when you do what you’re afraid 
to do.”   

 
STEP EIGHT – MAKE THE DECISION AND GO FOR IT! 
 

Proverbs 16:3 – “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will 
succeed.” (NIV) 

 
Luke 14:28 [Jesus on the cost and risk of choosing to be His disciple]: 
“Don't begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of 
a building without first getting estimates and then checking to see if there 
is enough money to pay the bills?” (New Living) 

 
 


