
 

 

-1- 

NOTABLE AFRICAN AMERICANS OF THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT 
Part 1 of 2 

 
 
 
 ALEXANDER CAMPBELL  
 (African American, 1818-1870)  
 
*Slave in Kentucky who was converted to Christianity at the Cane Ridge meetinghouse 
where Barton Stone (1772-1844) served many years earlier as a minister 
 
*Freedom was purchased for $1000 by a white Church of Christ/Christian Church so he 
could preach for their integrated congregation (before the Civil War!) 
 
*Changed his name to Alexander Campbell to honor the prominent Restoration 
personality. 
 
*Later purchased his wife’s freedom from $1000.00. 
 
 

GEORGE “PARSONS” RICKS 
 (1825 or 1838 - 1908) 
 
*Born into slavery. 
 
*Owned by Abraham Ricks, Christian plantation owner near Tuscumbia, Alabama. 
Abraham Ricks had been baptized by Alexander Campbell (not the African American). 
 
*Slave owner Abraham Ricks built a log church building for his slaves known as a 
“Church of Christ” (sometime between 1825-1832). The slaves were taught to read and 
write from the Bible. 
 
*Abraham Ricks’ slave, George Ricks, was baptized and became first African American 
Church of Christ preacher in the state of Alabama 
 
*Slave owner Abraham Ricks allowed his slave, George Ricks to purchase 53 acres. 
George became first African American land owner in North Alabama and possibly the 
state. Eventually owned 300 acres. 
 
*George Ricks established Church of Christ congregations in Alabama and Mississippi 
 

PRESTON TAYLOR 
 (1849-1931) 
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*Born to slave parents in Shreveport, Louisiana.  
*Moved to Kentucky and served as drummer in the Union Army. 
 
*Served as a minister for the Church of Christ/Christian Church in Mt. Sterling, 
Kentucky. 
 
*Awarded a contact for Big Sandy Railroad extension. Became wealthy. 
 
*Moved to Nashville, Tennessee. Became one of the city’s wealthiest African American 
citizens and most influential religious leaders. 
 
*Bought land and established Nashville’s second oldest cemetery for African Americans 
 
*Founded the Taylor Funeral Company 
 
*Founded Greenwood Recreational Park for African Americans. 
 
*Became one of the wealthiest African Americans in the Mid-South. 
 
 

SAMUEL ROBERTS (C.R.) CASSIUS 
 (1853-1931) 
 
*Born to a slave mother in Virginia who had been raped by her prominent white slave 
owner, James F. Macrae 
 
*In 1864 entered high school in Washington D.C. and became school’s first African 
American graduate 
 
*Personally met five presidents: Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, Ulysses S. Grant, 
Rutherford B. Hayes and James A. Garfield (Church of Christ/Christian Church minister) 
 
*Met Abo   Frederick Douglass 
 
*Fathered 23 children with two wives in two separate marriages 
 
*Believed in segregation. Promoted the idea that minimal contact with white people was 
the best policy. Moved to Oklahoma when it was a territory and established the Tohee 
Industrial School, the first school for African Americans in Churches of Christ. 
 
*Called the “Booker T. Washington” of Oklahoma 
 
*Established first African American Church of Christ in Southern California and Denver, 
Colorado 
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1 Corinthians 16:15-18 –  
 
[15] “You know that Stephanas and his household were the first to become Christians in 
Greece, and they are spending their lives in service to other Christians. I urge you, dear 
brothers and sisters,  
[16] to respect them fully and others like them who serve with such real devotion.  
[17] I am so glad that Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus have come here. They have 
been making up for the help you weren't here to give me. 
 [18] They have been a wonderful encouragement to me, as they have been to  


